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January, 2009  
 

 

Erick Northroup at the Alpine Meadows Slalom, on his way to a Bronze in the Menôs Open Class 
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Letôs Party! 
 

During a recent Board of Directors agenda 

topic, we realized that we have a large number of 

members who have not been recognized for their 

contributions over the yearsé namely, those who not 

only arrange for our awards parties, but who also 

contribute financially to make them a success.  In most 

cases, the Board budgets for a party after each race, 

but the following folks have either contributed more 

money to the basic budget to make the parties better, 

or, in Mt. Roseôs case, no reimbursement has been 

requested. 

So, letôs start off by thanking our number one 

party man, John Gianotti, who has not only 

sponsored the Viva Italia Cup by furnishing two large 

perpetual trophies, but who has also put on parties 

over the years that none of us will forget.  Viva John, 

and Viva Italia!  

Our thanks also go to:  Randall Sussek, Don 

Smith, Miles Anderson, and unnamed others who 

paid for your drinks and  arranged for great food at the 

Mammoth Museum party (and rounds of drinks at 

other party sites in Mammoth); the DeMatteis and 

Thys for their always fun Bernard Cup parties with 

lots of food and drink; Mt. Rose Ski Area for its 

terrific support, continental breakfasts, and awards 

parties; Greg and Susan Hawthorne for hosting 

unforgettable Kirkwood parties; and George Crown 

and Chris Probert for a great ñHelly Hansenò open 

house after a Northstar race.  Apologies go to anyone 

who may have been overlookedéwe appreciate all of 

your support. 

Over the past many years, we have also had 

members step forward to host summer get-togethers 

and fall meetings.  Thank you, Rees and Danielle 

Palermo, Teddy Cantanho, Sam and Linda Crowell, 

Eddie Zuckerman, Eddie and Barbara Mozen, Doug 

Fulton, and Phyllis Schmal, who may have started this 

tradition.   

Our Board discussion began with the Rocky 

Mountain Masters tradition of having members 

sponsor a race and party (for $1,000).  Then we 

realized that we already have a number of members 

who have been sponsoring races and/or parties in an 

official or unofficial way for many years.  

 

 

 

So, we first wanted to make sure that we publicly 

recognize our generous members who have been 

ñparty hostsò before talking in depth about trying 

something similar to Rocky Mountain.  If you 

have thoughts about whether we should institute 

something like this, or thoughts on how to do so, 

share your ideas with any member of the Board, 

as weôll continue this discussion at future 

meetings.  

 

 

FWM Website updatesé 
 

Many of our members rely on the Forerunner for 

news, but if you want to get the most up-to-date 

Far West Masters news, get in the habit of 

checking our website (www.farwestmasters.org) 

every week.  It has weekly updates of schedules, 

race results, and a lot more!  Hereôs a sample of 

some of the items that you can access via the 

website: 

¶ Season race schedule (updated as changes 

occur) 

¶ Print race entries (with your information 

pre-printed) for the entire season 

¶ Season standings (for the coveted race 

bibs) 

¶ Race results (generally posted within one 

day of the race, or sooner) 

¶ Links to other websites (USSA, other 

regions, USST, FIS, Ski Racing, etc.) 

¶ Information & forms for FWM, USSA, 

Masters Competition Guide, race entries 

¶ Information about the FWM Scholarship 

Program 

¶ Links to weather and road information 

 

Our webmaster/CTO is Deb Lewis.  In addition 

to the website, she works with all race 

departments (including the National 

Championship ski area each year) to assure that 

the results programs function smoothly.   So 

when you see Deb, thank her for her excellent 

work (on and off the race course)! 

 

http://www.farwestmasters.org/
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FWM Scholarship Program Update 
by Eddie Mozen 

 
The Far West Masters Scholarship 

Program recently awarded financial aid to 55 

young athletes, from first-year J-3ôs to several 

ñmidsò.  They come from 14 different ski teams, 

from Nevada and all parts of California.  We 

even sponsor a member of the Jamaican Ski 

Team, Errol Kerr!  He is a dual event athlete who 

initially skied for the Far West, and who will 

compete for Jamaica in the 2010 Olympics.  For 

some scholarship recipients, it is their first time 

being sponsored, while others have maintained 

their scholarship status by continuing to be good 

students, good skiers, and good citizens.  All of 

you who support these young athletes are to be 

congratulated, whether by your annual cash 

contribution to the program (tax deductible!), 

bids on auction items, or through your purchase 

of raffle tickets at the awards parties. 

Because of the economic situation, this 

year is looking to be a more difficult time for 

fundraising in general.  It may mean that our 

sponsors have to cut back somewhat on their 

contributions, and our donors with their gifts.  If 

any of you are able to step forward to help with 

the program, whether to solicit gifts from 

sponsors, donate time to help with the program, 

or know of potential donors, your help would be 

greatly appreciated. In any case, thanks go to 

those of you support the program in so many 

ways, even by just simply cheering on a junior or 

purchasing a raffle ticket. Over the years, we 

have raised almost $300,000, with all of it going 

directly to the athletes, as there is no ñprogram 

overheadò.  I would like to thank all donors, past 

and present, and ask that you support their 

businesses. 

Want to help?  I need help with all aspects 

of the program, including getting raffle prizes, 

writing thank you letters, helping review 

applications, etc.  If you are interested, contact 

Eddie Mozen at 530. 581.4523, or e-mail at 

mozen@concentric.net.  

 
 

 

News Flash!  Topolino Shoot-Out Won 

By Tenaya Driller (Squaw Valley J-3) 
 

Once again, a FWM Scholarship Program 

athlete has won the Western Region ñTopolino 

Shootoutò!  Tenaya Driller, a J-3 from Squaw 

Valley, took the title during the first week of 

January, and will be one of three women from the 

U.S. to compete in Topolino, Italy.  The other two 

will come from Rocky/Midwest and the East. 

The Shoot-out is a two-day event in which 

all of the best J3 racers from that region compete 

on day one in three one-run slaloms, and on day 

two in three one-run GS races.  The overall 

winners for each of the three regions (one woman 

and one man) get to go to Europe to represent the 

US in the premier international races in the world 

for juniors.  This is an outstanding honor for 

Tenaya, and we are very proud to sponsor her. 

Tenaya attended the early-season Colorado 

camp, training with FW Masters, and it obviously 

gave a good jump-start to her season!  The FWM 

Scholarship Program will help with her expenses 

to go to Topolino, and we all wish her good luck! 
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From the Presidentôs Corneré   
 

Our race season got off to a good start 

with the first four slaloms completed.   

We are always looking for ways to 

improve our program and get more racers on the 

hill so if you have any input, please let us know.  

I know there was some unhappiness with the 

conditions of the second run on Sunday at 

Alpine.  Realizing these are your races, if you 

ever think that a race should be cancelled 

because of conditions talk to your TD or referee.  

I am sorry to report that Eric Northroup was 

injured, and we all wish him a very speedy 

recovery. 
The deadline for National entries is 

January 31
st
 and those are to be sent to me, 

Marietta Frinell, POB 907, Mammoth Lakes, 

CA 93546.  Be sure to send an entry for each 

race and one check.  (Check your Masters 

Competition Guide for instructions)     
I raced at Sunday River two years ago 

and their race organization is tops.  Their terrain 

is interesting, to say the least.  When I was there 

snow conditions went from ice, which is great if 

you run late, softening up by mid-week.   

Although we have great races in the Far West, if 

you are looking for a little different experience 

the trip will be more than worthwhile. 
A reminder that Western Regionals are 

coming up at Park City in early February and 

those entries need to be sent directly to them. 
Our next races will be an exciting speed 

weekend of Super Gs (2) and a GS at Mammoth 

Mountain, January 23-25.  This will be a great 

tune up for the Regionals! Please note also that 

Sunday was originally scheduled as a Super 

Combined, but because of pressure from the 

membership it was changed to a GS.  Next year 

it will be a super combined as Mammoth is our 

only area that will run the event.  The moral of 

this is that your voice does make a difference! 
 

Marietta 

 

 

¶  

¶  
     

 

2009 Molecule F Speed Series 
 

News for all of you speed freaks!  This national 

speed series has its first and only FW race at the Jan. 

24 SG race coming up later this month at Mammoth 

Mountain.  The next speed event will be the SG at 

the Western Regionals at Park City, on Feb. 6, 

followed by other opportunities noted below: 

¶ Feb. 9-11 Soldier Mtn, ID  DH/DH 

¶ Feb. 13-15 Aspen, CO        SG/DH 

¶ Feb. 19  Schweitzer, ID      SG 

¶ Mar. 6  Whiteface, NY       SG 

¶ Mar. 23-26  Sunday River, ME  SG/DH 

 

The top three winners in each class of the Molecule 

F Speed Series receive a custom belt buckle.  The 

overall fastest racer in each of 3 groups (Menôs A/B: 

20-59; Menôs D: 60+; and Class C (all women) take 

home a championship trophy, based upon points 

earned in each race. In 2008, Far West Master Linda 

Crowell won the overall womenôs award.  
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The Western Regionals are coming up soon!  Be 

sure to send in your entries, as only 200 racers will 

be accepted.  See your Masters Comp Guide for 

entry information, or check our FWM website, 

www.farwestmasters.org .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.farwestmasters.org/

